Updated guidelines for chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.
The 2017 Global Initiative for Chronic Obstructive Lung Disease guidelines for the evaluation and management of chronic obstructive pulmonary disease revise the assessment tool used to evaluate patients, implement a new pharmacologic algorithm focusing on escalation/de-escalation therapy, and recommend new combination inhaled medications. The guidelines also address nonpharmacologic treatments and the importance of identifying and properly managing comorbidities. This article highlights these important changes to clinical practice.